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Hester panim is mentioned only once in the entire Humash,
in Parshat Va-yelekh. “But I will surely conceal My face (haster
astir panai) on that day” (Deut. 31:18). As a result of hester
panim, the hiding of the face, “You will be consumed” (31:17).
And the Gemara (Bave Kamma 60a) discusses the state where
God does not distinguish between the righteous and the wicked
and this refers to the state of hester panim. There is no doubt
that the Holocaust, the hurban in Eastern Europe, can be clas-
sified under hester panim. It was not just onesh or punishment;
it ‘was hester panim. It was the worst kind of punighment. It
was silluk hashgahah, when Ha-Kadosh Barukh Hu turned His
back, as it were, upon the people. He looked away from them.

For instance, for the many years the Jews spent in Egypt

T bl D

before Moses came and accepted the mission of redeeming them -

from Egyptian slavery, the Jews there were confronted by hes-

ter panim. When was the first time that hester panim_was_ |
j

removed, that this stage of the drama in Egypt was completed?
“And they cried out, and their cry for help from the bondage rose

up to God. And God heard their moaning (va-yishma Elokim et /

! akatam) . . . and God knew (va-yeda Elokim)” (Ex. 2:23-25).

Va-yede Elokim is the opposi of hester im. Ha-Kadosh
BarukFh Hu knew before this too, but when the Torah says Va-

yeda Elokim it means that there was no longer hester panim.
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ve t of athalta de-geulah ing of redemption, .
of salvation. The worst is a complete hester panim. Note that |
the Torah does not say “Va-yikabel Elokim et shav'atam,” that 1%‘
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God “accepted” their cry, but “va-ta‘al shav‘atam,” their cry for

help rose high into the heavens. What did they accomplish with
their cries? Not the mption from E ut the end-
ing of the period of hester panim. “Va-yeda Elokim.”
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P rﬂiﬁ?@r@HMHsistmce with which God pressed Moses tg under-
take the mission, We also See_here how God does not overlook any fault
in His™M €ssengers, not even in a M gsgs,‘_Qt_n_t.e,;bghcvéntrary: DIPR A9pa
That point is here, right at the beginning, made very clear, .




